The Aurora 17.8 by Iowa State Agricultural College
THE AURORA. 
VoL. XVII. NOVEMBER, 1888. No. 8. 
OTTO VON BISMARK. 
H, W, CHAMBERLAIN, 
THE SP ARK that flashed along the wires on the 16th of last June bearing the sad 
new!I of the death of Emperor Freder-
ick, long expected though it had been, sent a 
quickening thrill, not through Germany alone 
· nor the countries immediately adjoining her, but 
through the whole civilized world. Up to the 
last moment his devoted subjects had continued 
to hope that his life might yet be spared; and 
when the blow fell and the German Empire 
passed into the hands ot William II. universal 
grief at the death of the father was mingled 
with universal anxiety for the future at the 
hands of ,the son. 
Placed thus within the power of a young man, 
scarce mature, whose love for war and reckless-
ness of spirit are only equalled by the hatred 
which he bears toward all things French, what 
wonder is it that the German people anxiously 
watch his every movement, fearful that in some 
impassioned moment he might involve both 
himself and them m a war at any time of doubt-
ful issne ? What wonder that, as they hear his 
first words spoken to the army he loves and see 
his first act done against the people he hates, 
low mutterings of dissent and fear reach our 
ears from that far-off land ? 
But there ii1 still a power in Germany capable 
of preserving, both at home and abroad, that 
equilibrium without which no state can long ex-
ist. Wise in his counsels, just in his decrees, 
a legion in opposition, and above all ever seeking 
the welfare of his country, Otto von Bismark, 
that grand old statesman who for years has 
been practically the ruling power, is not the 
man to see the Empire needlessly thrown into 
difficulties. The trusted guide and counsellor 
of William I., the honored and esteemed of 
Frederick, devotedly admired by William II., 
and respected as he is by the whole world, Ger-
many need have no fear for the future while 
Bismark remains her Chancellor. 
On the 1st day of April, 1815, Bismark was 
born at the manor of Schonhausen, in the dis-
trict of Magdeburg, Prussia. For five centuri~s 
bis family had been known and bonered through-
out the land, and the young prince soon gave 
evidence that the proud man would suffer no in-
jury at his hands. Almost from the cradle he 
showed a decided taste for those studies which 
relate to government. At eighteen be entered 
the University of Berlin ; at twenty he was ad-
mitted to the bar; at thirty be was recognized 
as one of the most able debaters of the first 
united diet of Berlin ; at forty-seven he suc-
ceeded Prince Hohenzollern as prime minister, 
and became the virtual bead of the administra-
tion ; at eighty-five he is universally acknowl-
edged as the greatest statesman the world has 
ever produced. 
Intellectually the superior of Willian I., fate 
assigned to Bismark the subordinate position, 
but far from detracting from his renown, the 
fact that for nearly thirty years he was retained 
in a position second only in rank to the king, 
increases our respect and:'.'admiration. How 
great must be the _temptation to one in such a 
position to advance one step farther and at-
tempt to seize the rein of government. Here 
Cresar stumbled and the great Cromwell feJI, 
but though many accusations have been brought 
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against the German Chancellor, this has never 
been so much as whispered. 
During the first years of his political career 
Bismark was decidedly unpopular. He early 
showed traces of that indomitable will which 
has characterized him through life, making him 
at times appear almost tyrannical. 'l'his, to-
gether with the political views which he then 
npbeld, made him almost l1ated by the entire 
German people; so much so that in May, 1866, 
when an attempt was made upon his life, almost 
universal relief would have been felt had the 
attempt proved successful. Few people then 
nnderstood him, King William alone trusting 
him implicitly; but through all opposition he 
never wavered in his determination to make his 
country one of the first in Europe. It had ever 
been his desire to bestow upon the Fatherland po-
litical union under Prussia, and the existence of 
the North German Confederation to-day is due 
chiefly to his influence and ability as a states-
man. His was the hand that welded tog-ether 
the German forces both north and south, which, 
under that gallant leader, King William, rushed 
upon France in 1870 and inflicted upon her the 
blow from which she bas never fully recovered. 
From the unpopular and even hated tyrant he 
became the beloved and respected leader, and 
the voices of the German peopl~ rang equally 
with the praise of the Chancellor and his King. 
Many of Bismark's actions have been severely 
criticised, notably that of two years ago, when 
through his instrumentality a nation was de-
prived of homes and lands and scattered broad-
cast upon the earth. We would ll'lt attempt to 
justify this act from Poland's standpoint, but 
let those who are most severe in their criticism 
remember that Bismark fa Germany's statesman, 
not Poland's. - In the struggle for existence the 
weaker must inevitably yield to the stronger. 
Who can say, had Bismark been Poland's cham-
pion, that the blue cross would not to-day be 
proudly waving over German soil ? For it is no 
freak of fortune that bas enabled this man thus 
to rise above the_ heads of all contemporaries. 
Fortune may favor for a time, but it would be 
the height of folly to attribute his wonderful 
career to anything save bis own exceptional 
ability. Seldom bas man been subjected to such 
bitter antagonism as that shown toward Bis-
mark in 1866. His broad plans seemed almost 
visionary, and only bis ungovernable will and 
a consciousness of right doing, together with 
an almost prophetic foresight, could have ena-
bled him to carry them into execution. To-day 
those who then most severely denounced him 
for his folly live to praise him for his wisdom. 
Few centuries haye produced his superior. 
We look with pride on Washington and Lincoln ; 
England bows at the shrine of Wellington and 
Nelson; France glows with enthusiasm at the 
mention of Napolean; - Germany will never 
tire of singing the praise of him who stretched 
out his hand to her in her need and raised her 
to bis own firm footing. 
PLINY AT VESUVIUS. 
CHAS. H. STEARNS. 
GO BACK with me in imagination nearly two thousand years, to the time when 
mighty events gave-character to new ages. 
Let us cross the Atlantic, pass through the land 
of lilies; pause not to search for the hidden bed 
of the orb among thfl Jnras, but wing our he-
gira to the western coast of Italy. We ap-
proach the Bay of Naples, the purple waters of 
which kiss the bending shores of an earthly 
paradise, the grandeur of which nature has 
never surpassed. On the right we recognize 
the shining point of Sorrento and the Isle of 
Capri, where the nymphs had carnival in the 
mighty cavern. In the center Sarnus and Vesu-
vius glow with all their splendor iu the light of 
a southern sun. Old castles and fortresses, with 
their wierd traditions, are reflected from the 
waters and by moonlight seem to dance with the 
spirits of their former occupants. On the lef~ 
we approach Miseuum. Here, serving as Com-
mander and Consul of the Italian _fleet, we find 
one of the grandest men of the age; a man whose 
pen exhausted nearly every topic of research. 
A constant student of natural history, he loved 
to study and describe phenomena. " Economize 
time" was the golden rule of his existence. He 
believed the law of. living substance to be ac-
tion, and that idleness is the embl_em of deci,1y. 
Indolence was the fiend of his fancy ; d_iligence 
the archangel of his flreaJllS. _ He IIlight have 
been a brilliant soldi~r; he might have 
become as Carbo, Catulus, or a C~sar _; but 
fate decreed that he should not. The guiding 
star of his destins shifted in its orbit, and di-
rected by a new impulse advanced along the 
trajectory of literature and science. 
Fifteen miles from Misenum,_ surrounded by 
the cities of Naples, Herculaneum, and Pompeii, 
its western slops rolling down to the ~ea, arose 
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the mountain of Vesuvius. Outwardly, it 
seemed to sleep with the utmost tranquillity. 
The eyes of ages had not since the birth of man 
witnessed auy discontent. The blue waters of 
the Mediterranean lapping its western slope, 
at times beating it with the greatest savae;ery 
and menace - it seemed to possess .no anima-
tion and to bear no animosity. Even the ob-
noxiow; sirocco, from -:'the Libyan desert, with 
its semi-annual perniciousness, failed to provoke 
its wrath. It remained in perfect slumber. 
Herculaneum and Pompeii, reposing at the 
foot of Vesuvius, whose towering height stands 
guard over their destiny-an ever-watchful-sen-
tinel-now in their zenith, little dream of a 
fate other than continued progress. 
They see not the approaching darkness. 
Vesuvius stands calm and peaceful - seem-
ingly faithful. Oh l Herculaneum and Pompeii, 
could you but look beneath the flowery garment 
of that giant, and see the boiling-, bubbling 
mass pent up within its bosom, ready to burst 
forth at any moment; could you but realize that 
this burning- mass is to be your shroud, and 
that you are to be buried fathoms deep beneath 
volcanic ashes, pebbles, sand, and cinders, with-
out a monument to mark your grave, and that 
you are to slumber fifteen centuries, you would 
learn the sad truth-that Vesuvius is a traitor 
and instead of your protector is your destroyer; 
instead of guarding your prosperity will guard 
your tomb. 
The atmosphere is charging; the dark hour 
approaches l 
Pompeii is in the midst of her festivities; all 
is one continuous round of pleasure. Hercula-
neum, crowned by the glories of Nature's grand-
est endearments, enriched by costly temples and 
royal palaces, thinks of nought but eloquence 
and art, and dreams of ultimately becoming the 
Queen of the Orient. All nature seems en-
wrapped with harmony. 
But the dark moment has come l- The Angel 
of Destruction sounds the blast. Vesuvius 
slumbers no longer. Ohl sad awakening; see! 
He trembles from summit to base ; an internal 
rumbling is heard, sounding like the voice of 
God in thunder. The closely compressed ener-
gies that have been gathering within its bowels 
for centuries can be confined no longer. The 
trembling increases to terrific shocks, till the 
mighty struggle within shakes the mountain's 
foundations, and with a tremendous burst, a 
dense cloud of volcanic vomit is hurled seven 
thousand feet towards the sky. Turn 
your eyes toward Misenum. Behold Pliny as he 
stands, note book in hand, looking across the 
sea towards Herculaneum. He discerns what 
seems to be a cloud, gradually rising in the 
shape of an umbn,lla from the top of a distant 
mountain. Ile sees before him a strange phe-
nomenon, a new field of study. He orders a 
boat that he may approach nearer and solve this 
gigantic mystery. - As he is about to embark, 
messengers arrive from the doomed coast and 
cry out for assistance to rescue the helpless. 
The fleet is ordered into action, and immedi-
ately every boat in the harbor is moving toward 
the scene of disaster. Behind them, MiseIJum 
slowly recedes and soon fades away in the dis-
tance. In front, Vesuvius in her terriblest rage, 
belches into the sky flames of fire and smoke, 
forming a colossal pillar that joins heaven and 
earth. The fleet pushes onward; ashes are fall-
ing upon the vessels. Refugees, fleeing for life, 
pass them each moment. Pliny, undaunted, 
takes note of every change in the scene, en-
courages his men, and orders them forward to 
the shore. 8howers of ashes and pumice, inter-
mingled with black stones, now fall faster and 
faster as they approach. They are almost at 
the shore. Crowds of men and women weep 
for joy at the approach of help. When, sud-
deuly, the sea retraats from the landing; the 
debris from the mountain stops their approach. 
He studieEi for a moment where to go. The 
pilots entreat him to turn back. He hesitates; 
then the vision of a dear friend he believes in 
trouble rises before him, and, reason triumph-
ing over reason, he exclaims : "Fortune favors 
the bold; conduct me to Pomparianus I " 
The star has run its course. While saving 
the ]i.ves of Pomparianus and others he yields 
his own. The sulphur fumes from the crater 
have done their work and strangled him to 
death. Oh, Vesuvius, behold thy work I The 
niin thou hast wrought will brand thee forever 
a traitor. 
Herculaneum and Pompeii, ye did not die 
alone. With yon, in your tomb near Vesuvius, 
sleeps the intellecwal star of your age, Pliny 
the Elder. 
PATRIOTISM. 
t)ATRIOTISM, like the other virtues which 
1 characterize a people, is the result of edu-
cation or association. And its influence 
upon a nation's growth and power is the strong-
est force which acts· upon it. 
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A nation's strength does not necessarily de-
pend upon its numbers or wealth. History 
gives innumerable instances of success attend-
ing the numerically weaker in battles and cam-
paigns that have changed the map of the world. 
Education and experience in the art of war, 
courage and the ability to undergo great fatigue 
and endure exhausting hardships in the individ-
ual soldier, have not been the chief forces which 
have enabled leaders of armies to achieve suc-
cess; but underlying all this there has ever 
been something implanted in the soldier's 
breast stronger than personal courage ; strong-
er than his will to bear up against hardships 
and peril and fatigue; stronger than personal 
pride and love of popularity and glory ; a some-
thing that nerves him to lo, e his life, if neces-
sary, for the cause for which he fights, and for 
the country's welfare and success to whose s11rv-
ice he is pledged. A something we call patriot-
ism, a word that means much more than we can 
readily define in a single i;1entence. 
Patriotism, before the eyes of its possessor, 
unfolds an historical picture grander and fuller 
than painter has ever been able to spread upon 
canvas. 
Before the panorama of his country's history 
he beholds a nation weak and poor as it totters 
forth upon the world's stage of action ; weak ir, 
all that goes to make a great nation, yet strong 
in a strength given by health from a long life of 
industry and virtue. Gradually, as time passes 
and the mighty roll of the panorama moves, this 
nation, which has started in feebleness, from 
conflict entered into for self-preservation, has 
grown stronger, and with each effort has gained 
some new force in national strength, and per-
haps some new territory to its i.iational bound-
ary. As time rolled by it has produced its he-
roes of the battle-field, i.ts statesmen, who have 
given new blessings and privileges to the people, 
its historians, orators, and poets who have im-
mortalized its achievements, its inventors and 
business men who enabled it to overcome the 
hidden forces of nature and to take rank among 
the strongest and wealthiest of earth. This 
picture, with its representations of virtue and 
success, implants in the breast of him who 
looks upon it, and in it beholds bis country, a 
new courage, a new pride and a stronger man-
hood. Yes, it nerves him for a new work in 
life, for it has given him a knowledge of what 
has been done for him by others, and he is led 
by an higher and more unselfish ambition to en-
roll himself with those who have gone before, 
that he may do something in return to make his 
country greater and better, and her rights of 
citizenship a richer legacy. 
Without this virtue no nation has ever attain-
ed greatness and strength. It is the corner 
stone of power, upon which every nation must 
build, or its efforts will meet only with defeat 
and its name go out forev11r. 
This truth is of twofold more force in a re-
publican form of government, even, than in a 
monarchical. 
A free government's history is of the achieve-
ments of the people, and its future must be 
made by the people. In a monarchy, a family 
have given the leaders that have accomplished 
the work of the nation ; the people have been 
taught a pride in that family and its achieve-
ments, and have been taught to follow and not 
to lead. No self-reliance, then, makes the hum-
ble citizen hope to attain success and power. but 
all he can hope for as a reward is to receive the 
smile of the prince he serves. 
Our own natian's hil1tory is rich in successes 
which have been labored for that man might be 
freed from every fetter that hindered bis 
growth in mental or physical strength and mor-
al elevation. It is the history of a nation 
whose gifts to its people have been homes, edu-
cation, religion, liberty, plenty, and true happi-
ness - a history that tells of knightly heroism 
and endeavor, that American citizenship should 
place man upon the highe:st plane of advance-
ment yet attained. 
Aud yet to this nation a danger lurks, a ser-
pent coils ready tu spring upon it and destroy it 
with its poisonous fangs. 
Yes, in tliis nation, so free and liberal in its 
gifts of good to all, a peril lurks which may yet 
cause death, and sorrow, and despair. 
To guard against those who would tear down 
and destroy our form of government, we must 
educate our youth to a full realization of their 
country's greatness, and the rich blessings they 
can freely enjoy under its protecting care. 
Educate them up to a true patriotism that 
makes them love their country next to their 
God and bold their country's service the chief 
duty of citizenship. 
To our colleges, to a very great extent, must 
fall this duty, and no cobler work can be enter-
ed into than t.bat of training the youth of our 
country for the duties of American citizenship, 
and filling tbeir hearts with true, patriotic 
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love for their co,mtry and its institutions. And 
with all, let them be taught to look upon their 
country's flag with respect, seeing in it some-
thing more than a thing of beauty, recognizing 
it as the emblem of true liberty, and whose de-
fenders must ever be from the homes over 
which it floats. 
iCIENTIFIC. 
THE AMERICAN EXHIBIT 
TO BE MADE AT THE PARIS WORLD'S FAIR 
NEXT YEAR - DETAILS OF THE PROJEC'l' 
WHICH HAS BEEN ENDORSED BY CONGRESS. 
THE Universal Exposition of 1889, at Paris, promises to be one of the largest and 
most successful of the world's fairs held 
in recent years. Elaborate arrangements for 
the reception and display of the e,chibits are 
well under way, and unusual facilities both for 
the transportation of goods from this country 
and their care are assured. The French gov-
ernment extends a formal invitation to the 
United States to take part in the exposition. 
The invitation was accepted by a joint resolu-
tion of the Senate aud House of Representa-
tives, and the Governors of the several States 
and Territories were requested to invite the 
people to assist in the proper representation of 
the products of American industry and of the 
natural resources of the country. The Presi-
dent was directed to appoint a Commissioner-
General and an Assistant Commissioner-Gen-
eral, to make all of the arrangements for exhib-
its and represent the government at the exposi-
tion. He was also directed to appoint nine sci-
entific experts as assistants to the commission, 
each to be assigned to one of the nine groups 
into which the t>xhibits will be divided. Pro-
vision was made for the salaries of the Com-
missioners and the necessary assistants, and the 
sum of $250,000 was appropriated to be used 
under the direction of the Secretary of State to 
defray all expenses. The action of Congress 
was approved May 10, aud the President has ap-
pointed General William B. Franklin Commis-
sioner-General, and Mr. Somerville P. Tuck 
Assistant Commissioner-General. 
The Commissioners have . established their 
headquarters in the Mills Building, in New 
York City, and are busily engaged receiving 
applications and perfecting the details for a 
complete represen.tation. The exposition will 
open May 5 and close October 31, 1889, and 
there will be no charge for space occupied by 
exhibitors. The Commission will forward and 
return all articles received free of freight 
charges. 
Goods of exhibitors who are unable to go to 
Paris or send representatives, will be cared for 
free of all expense, except that of unpacking 
and repacking. There will bA no duties to pay 
except on goods that are sold or consumed. The 
French regulations state that ali objects exhib-
ited "ill be protected against piracy of inven-
tions or designs. 
The exhibition is to be divided into nine 
groups or department, as follows : 
1. Works of art. 
2. Education and processes used therein. 
3. Plain and decorative house furniture. 
4. Textile fabrics. 
5. The raw and manufactured products of 
mining, forestry, chemistry, etc. 
6. Apparatus and methods of mechenical 
industries. 
7. Food products. 
8. Agriculture, vitrn culture, and fish cul-
ture. 
9. Horticulture. 
'l'he French government has appropriated 
43,000,000 francs toward the expenses of the 
exposition. An Advisory Commission, consisting 
of 300 meml>ers, and styled the "Grand Council 
of the World's Exposition of 1889," bas been 
appointed. The Minister of Commerce and 
Manufactures acts as President of the Council 
and also as Commissioner-General of the expo-
sition. The Grand Council is divided into 
twenty-two Advisory Committees, who have 
charge of the different departments and the 
management of the exposition. 
The buildings for the exposition are now 
nearly completed. They occupy the Champ-de-
Mars and the Trocadero Palace and Park on 
the banks of the Seine. In the park at the en-
trance to the exposition on the Champ-de-Mars 
the wonderful Eiffel Tower is now in course of 
erection. It is to be entirely of iron and 1,000 . 
feet in height. Its object is to show the tri-
umph of modern engineering skill. It will be 
furnished with an elevator of American manu- . 
facture. On the right of the tower is the Pa.l-
ace of Liberal Arts, and on the left the fine 
Palace of Fine Arts. Large gardens occupy the 
center of the square, and at the b_ack is the 
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main building, or the Gallery of Machines as it 
is called. The Esplanade of Invalides is re-
served for the products of the French colonies. 
The buildings are magnificent structures of 
glass and iron, lighted by electricity, and fitted 
with every modern convenience. 
It is expected that the total number of exhib-
itors from all countries will reach 30,000; it is 
estimated that 12,000,000 persons will enter the 
grounds and buildings. Some idea of the mag-
nitude of the exhibition may be gained from 
the fact that the total arl"a of buildings and 
enclosed grounds which is to be lighted by elec-
tricity is 3,000,000 square feet. The space allot-
ted to the United States is 75,000 square feet. 
An exhibit from this country fully equal to 
that of 1878 is expected, and it is hoped that it 
will be much larger. There are numerous lines 
of industry that need new markets for their 
goods, and this exhibition will afford them an 
opportunity for foreign display. 
All of the European countries except Ger-
many take an interest in the exposition, and 
will make displays. The South Amarican repub-
lics and Mexico will also take a particularly act-
ive part, as well as Japan. 
The usual awards of medal& and diplomas 
will be made, bnt the details as to this have not 
yet been determined. 
DR. WILLIAM A. HAMMOND, 
THE WORLD-FAMED SPECIALIST IN MIND DIS-
EASES, SAYS : 
"I am familiar with various systems for irn-
proving the memory, including, among others, 
those of Feinaigle, Gouraud and Dr. Pick, and 
I have recently become acquainted with the sys-
tem in all its details and applications taught by 
Prof. Loisette. I am therefore enabled to state 
that his is, in all its essential features, entirely 
original ; that its principles and methods are 
different from all others, and that it presents no 
material analogies to that of any other system. 
I consider Prof. Loisette's system to be a new 
• departure in the education (>f the memory and 
attention, and of great value, that it being a 
systematic body of principles and methods, it 
should be studied as an entirety to be under-
stood and appreciated : that a correct view of 1t 
cannot be obtained by examining isolated pas-
sages of it." WILLIAM A. HAMMOND. 
New York, July 10, 1888. 
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lDITORIJIL. 
THE nineteenth annual convention of the Young Men's Christian Association was 
held in Marshamown October 10-14. 
About 300 delegates were present, of whom 150 
came from the various colleges of the state. 
The I. A. C. was represented by six delegates. 
Friday evening the entire college representa-
tion partook of a fine supper prepared by the 
ladies of Marshalltown. Those who attended 
the convention were entertained in a royal man-
ner, and the college and city delegates formed 
one harmonious convention. About $1200 was 
subscribed for the expenses of the coming year, 
which was about half the amount required. 
The work of the entire association has assumed. 
giant proportions, 11.nd in many of our large cit-
ies the associations have handsome buildings 
worth $50,000. 
* * * 
We have been aware, for some time, that THE 
AURORA did not receive the full support of the 
school, but we did not know that we had a rival. 
Such it set:ms is the· case. "The Invincible" 
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claims to be "published by the students, and 
for the best interests, of I. A. C." As it comes 
"free," and by special delivery, it is pt·etty cer-
tain to be-well patronized. But we predict that 
a paper-while it does not appear to be the out-
growth of sorebeadedL1ess-that io1 filled with 
nothing but personal spite and poor rhetoric, 
can not be long lived. It must have been in-
tended to stir the already boiling strife that ex-
ists among us. It contains only local hits, 
therefore we suppose it is intended only for lo-
cal circulation. That is one good quality, for 
the circulat.ion of such matter among strangers 
would be a misrepresentation of the college. 
* * * THE AUIWRA has, coming regularly to its 
. tables, a large number of college exchanges. 
'l'hese are neatly bound in pamphlet form, and 
contain a large amount of interesting and in-
structive reading matter, of just that sort which 
c Hege students wish to see. All these, after 
they have been " gone over" by the eaitors, 
are filed away and seen no more. Would it uot 
be a good plan to have the best of these put in 
the library and kept as the magazines are, so 
that all might get the benefit of them ? 
* * * An I. A. C. student who "does not read the 
papers'' would not think that the country was 
at present in the midst of au exciting political 
campaign. While otller students are eujoyiug, 
amusi1Jg, and instructing themselves in prac-
tical politics, we are poring over our books 01· 
quibbling over college affairs. There should be 
something done to create enthusiasm here. Col-
lege students, when they go out among men, are 
expected to soon take the lead in governmental 
affitirs, and what will they be worth if they 
know nothing about practical campaigns? One 
would have thought that when the "political 
clubs" were organized last term that the I. A. 
C. boys intended to carry things high, but it 
seems there was something wrong somewhere, 
for it proved to be a "a grand fizzle," and the 
clubs were soon counted among the things that 
are" past and gone." 
* * * 
We see by our exchanges that many of the 
colleges are worrying over their home contests 
for this fall. The following, which we clip 
from the" News Letter," seems to fit our case: 
In order to make a good contest there should 
be competition not only in the delivery but in 
the thought and rhetoric of the productions. 
To have this, a large number must compete. 
Those failing to secure the grade necessary will 
have sutlered no disgrace, and will doubtless 
have gained in the ability to write. There are 
many students here who are able to produce ex-
cellent orations, but who distrust their ability 
to deliver them well enough to compete with a 
fair chance of success. But oratory is largely 
a matter of practice. Any person, with a fair 
voice and a determined will, can learn to ~peak 
well. In fact, the natural speaker seldom ex-
cels. '' That fatal fluency," as President Gates 
once put it, stands in his way, by causing him to 
depend upon his natural gifts rather than to 
strive for their improvement. On the other 
hand, the poor speaker knows he must work to 
attain success, and this knowledge causes him 
to work more conscientiously than his more 
gifted competitor. 
'l'he present indications are that we are not 
going to have a'' large number" of competitors 
this fall. This is due to several causes, but 
mainly to the interference of the Oratorical 
Association. We can not understand what pos-
sessed the Association to propose such changes. 
Umler the old system we always had a good 
contest of nine or ten 'lpeakers, each society 
being creditably represented. In order to admit 
the new society it was not necesRary to materi-
ally change this system. We are safe in saying 
that if the proposed system of chosing speakers 
is adopted · by the societies in the future, we 
will never have more than three or four speak-
ers, and many years no contest at all. If we 
should give the reasoning to prove this, some of 
our opponents would say we were talking merely 
from partisan motives; so we will only say, go 
to Iowa College, Parsons Coilege, the Wesleyan 
University, or to any other college in the west 
where this proposed plan is in vogue, and see 
how it works. Then go to any college that has 
our present system, and by comparing notes you 
will find the former have eithe1· no contests, or 
have but three or four speakers, while the latter 
have good contests. Then, by a little careful 
reasoning, you will easily see why it is so. The 
societies should not act too hastily in doing 
away with this system, which has always worked 
satisfactorily. 
* * * 
We often hear the question," Why is it the 
professors never attend the Literaries or Chris-
tian Association meetings ?" We have been told 
by some of them that it is because they think 
they are not wanted there • and they sup-
pose their presence would only be a hindrance 
to backward members. In the first, we know 
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they are mistaken, for we would welcome them 
at every meeting; and we believe they are mis-
taken in the second, for we have been in other 
schools where the presence of the professors acted 
as a stimnlus to the societies. Why would it 
not be the same \\itb us? It would at least 
give the professors and students a chance to 
know each other better than they now do. At 
present t11e professors know almost nothing of 
what the students are doing, further than in 
clas.s work, as we have heard several remark. 
And we know by four years' experience that we 
know nothing of the professors further than 
the" 0 or the 4." The lack of this acquaintance 
and understanding are our occasional " rackets." 
The present trouble might have been in great 
part avoided if the faculty had known more of 
the workings of the students and had taken 
proper measures in time. Certainly the compli-
cations wEh the present Sophomore class, which 
will in all proballility do away with the Junior 
Exhibition next year, would not have arisen if 
the Faculty had known n;.ore of the direct causes 
of the trouble and of the state of feeling exist-
ing in the class. 
OUR EXCHANGES. 
THE'' Speculum" from the Michigan Agri-cultuml Coll<Jge was the first to reach our 
table this term. It contains a report un 
the athletic sports of that institution, which 
ought to make I. A. C. students ashamed of 
themselves for paying so little attention to the 
subject. We were also much interested in the 
following note: "At Amherst the examination 
system has been entirely abolished, and a series 
of written recitations given at intervals through-
out the term at the option of the professor, has 
been substituted.· This order of things is highly 
satisfactory to the students, and takes away the 
custom of cramming, which examinations held 
at long intervals are sure to foster. Class hon-
ors are awarded in accordance with the total 
average grade of a student for the whole four 
years' course. This plan might be adopted very 
beneficially in other colleges." We think this 
plan would be " highly satisfactory " to some of 
us, so we say "let the good work go on." 
The " Cadet " from the Maine State College 
contains some of tbe most suggestive editorials 
we have ever seen regarding college matters. 
From an article entitled, "Historical and Sug-
gestive," we are led to believe that they have 
trouble between the'· Frats" and "Anti Frats" 
among themselves just as much in the east as 
we do iu the west. 
The "Dakota Collegian " is a breezy little 
paper from the D. A. C. It contains a partic-
ularly striking article entitled, " Man and 
Rivers " and we quote a verse from a poem en-
titled, "Princess of Heroes," which speaks for 
itself: 
"God gave woman a magic power, 
And if she'd but use it well, 
There's not a wrong on this grand old earth, 
.But would die as she broke its spell." 
'.rhe " Fayette Collegian," from the Upper 
Iowa University, contains a large amount of 
liwly personal and local matter and there is an 
editorial on the question of " The Educated 
Farmer." This question is brought before ns iu 
a rather forcible manner when we look at the 
enrollment at Iowa City, which we clip from the 
" Vidette-Reporter '' : 
Collegiate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 246 
Law....... .. ........... 7 
Medical. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ 112 
Homeopathic.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
Dental . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 
Pharmaceutical. . . . . . . . . . 16 
647 
And that is only one of the many colleges that 
is educating professional men who expect to 
make the most of their living off of the farm-
ers. Yes, we think the farmer had better 
brush up and protect himself by education. 
The" News-Letter," from Iowa College, con-
tains one of President Gates' chapel talks on 
"The 'l'rue Spirit of Life and Work," which we 
fiud as interesting aud instructive as tl10 chape) 
talk be gave us a few weeks ago. 
"College Chips," from Decorah, gives quite a 
history of the causes which led to the fom,ding 
of Luther College, of the people who founded 
it, aud of the work it has accomplished. WQ 
notice also favorble mention of THE AURORA 
in its columns. 
The " Bellevue College Star" g-ives us some 
idea of the trouble which a new college has to 
meet, but as Bellevue College is in the " west," 
it has a good chance to "grow up with the 
country." 
We were rather amused at an article in the 
"Acamedian" from Washington Academy, en-
titled, " Madame Roland." It is a good and 
wen-written sketch, but what amuses us is that 
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it was delivered as an -oration in our home ora-
torical contest three years ago. But we do not 
know whether the writer in the ~• Acamedian" 
borrowed it from our speaker, or whether both 
" borr()wed '' it from some' previous writer. 
The editor of the "Portfolia" seems to have 
hunted up at last one new thought for his first 
editoriaL That is a good start. We belleve 
that editor will fi11d success. 
~e see by the last "Vidette Reporter" that 
the I. S. U. boys have six Republican marching 
ciubs. What's the matter w.ith the U~iverslty? 
The " D,elphic " presents a fine app~arance, 
contains some splendid reading matter and is· 
"chuck full" of college news, but the exchange 
editor needn't think be knows it all just be-
cause he can criticise the Agricultural College 
papers. 
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BRIC-A-BRAC. 
SUSAN B. · And the Invincible-
What a coincidence I 
The coup de etat of the Sophs. 
The day of dismemberment dawneth. 
Political excitement at the college a minus 
quantity. 
Regular occurrences - Freshman ''bus,iness 
meetings." 
The County Superintendent riseth before the 
eyes of .the pro;pective pedagogue. · 
The Crescent, ·Welch, and Philo societies 
have grappled with the railroad question this 
month. 
Ye irrepressible . proctor of the upper de-
partment needs some one to ·superintend bis 
actions. 
Why can't students go to town to hear speak: 
ers of national reputation without running lbe 
gauntlet? 
Nothing serious rii.sulted _from the .Freshman 
" trot"; that ill, up to latest accounts .. All thl;l 
victims will recover, and probably will try it 
over. 
When thou readest. in . chapel, young man, if 
a sermon be .tn pr.o_gre.ss, let not thy book· be SQ 
conspicuous, but seek rather to screen, thyRelf 
behind thy neighbor. 
,.The Glee Club gave an entertainment.in the 
college chapAl on Friday evening the 28th, au!). 
in Ames on the. following eveniug. Both were 
well patronized an!l well received. 
. The Senior base-ball badges rose and flourislt 0 
ed for a day, then. were consigned to the waste 
basket. In the future .they may serve as a re0 
minder of the hard-fought contest of '88. 
Amid the cobwebs and the dirt, 
But safe from prying eyes, 
Safely ensconced behind the crescent owl, 
In one big, wide chair, they sit. 
The Senior orations have been read.and .thA 
question, Who orates? is no~ 012en for discus-· 
sion. '.rhe r,ecessary supply of girls for thH 
Seniors' farewell is also a matter of considernc 
ble thought; 
. The green-sward of the hillside and the rus-
tic seat beneath the whiRpering pine have suc-
cumbed to the chapel. Eleven couples wern 
found there between the hours. of three to five 
P: M. on last Sundl\y. 
The political speaker is on the war-path. In 
the morning of his political hopes he gloweth 
with patriotism and chanteth.the praises of the 
intelligent voter. ln the night of defeat he 
mmmureth at the ignorant rabble, deviseth. 
schemes and prophesietl'i ruin. 
Col. Sanford;the well-known lecturer, was at 
the college on Saturday the 19th. Col. Sanford 
is quite a friend of the college and always suc-
ceeds in attracting a large audience. His · sub-
ject, "·The Old and the New," was handled in a 
manner commensurate with his great abilities. 
0, studerit, of many passions 
And wild, unchecked •desires ! 
Restrain thy lawless ami; 
Lest in thy mad fit:of. teniper thou black-. 
· est up thy brotµer'.s eye. 
Curiosity is a_ primal force in . bu man .action'. 
It is an impt'illing force in the acquisition of 
knowledge. Jt has been.the means of elevating 
various members of the human family into ex-
alted position. In fact, we saw it elevating.a 
Senior and a Junior to the top of a leafless tree 
during ~he Freshman trot. 
The young _ladies of this institution ijre nei• 
ther lacking in patriotism nor enthusiasm. A 
majority of them, . attended the first eve~big'~ 
s~ssion of the Woman's Suffrage Association 
· held at .Ames. They. enjoyed the pleasure of 
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listening to an address from the pioneer in 
woman's suffrage agitation, Susan B. Anthony. 
Frank Jackson and W. H. McHenry are the 
opposing candidates for Secretary of State. We 
do not advance this as a news item, but merely 
address it to the students' attention. It will be 
found that quite a number of the "old I. A. C. 
boys" are securing prominence, not only in pol-
itics, but at the bar, and most of all in educa-
tional work. 
The speakers on Junior Exhibition will here-
after be selected by the Faculty. The selection 
will be made by a strict comparison of the 
standing of the members. Our reference will 
be understoood when we mention that the 
Sophs. had elected their 11peakers before the 
Faculty made their announcement. As we 
understand it, the action of the class becomes 
inoperative. Those, however, who were elected 
may consider themselves as highly honored by 
their classmates. 
A clear and vivid picture of the condition of 
affairs in Utah was given by Miss Hann on Sat-
urday evening. The last three years of Miss 
Hann's life have been spent among the Mor-
mons, and she fully understands and appreci-
ates the nature and 1,xtent of the problem of 
polygamy. We are -willing to confess that we 
had no conception whatever of the real situa-
tion in Utah and _ the surrounding lands. Ah, 
that was a grand thought I-" It is the nature of 
light to drive out darkness." 'l'be road to em-
ancipation lays in education and enlightenment. 
A fine lot of prizes has been provided for the 
victors in the military contests this fall. The 
prizes aggregate in value to something like a 
hundred dollars. Any or.e of them will be a 
handsome memento, and is sufficient to stimu-
late endeavor and incite effort. The marks-
man's prize is a large, handsome cup, unique 
in design and elegant in appearance. The mili-
itary department in this school is one of the 
chief features of the college. The benefits to 
be derived are so apparent that a discussion of 
them here is out of place. Captain Lincoln is 
recognized as one of the best drillmasters in the 
state. 
Pres. Gates of Grinnell occupied the college 
rostrum at the regular Sunday hour on the 7th. 
He also addressed the Y. M. C. A. and others 
in the evening. His sermon was powerful and 
logical and eminently practical and helpful. 
His illustrations were as clear as sunlight. 
• • Some of the perplexing points of the doctrm-
aire were discussed in a complete and thorough 
manner. His informal talk in the evening was 
devoted to a general survey of those questions 
which disturb the young man or young woman. 
The " rapid" educational theory wa~ thoroughly 
am1ihilated. Education, according to Pres. 
Gates, is not alone in the accumulation of a 
vast multitude of facts, but rather the develop-
ment of the mind. Pres. Gates is an entertain-
ing as well as an instructive speaker. To bis 
bard, close logic is added the force of sincerity 
and fervor. Every one has spoken of his ser-
mon in a complimentary manner. We venture 
to predict that Pres. Gates, in his future visits, 
will be greeted by a full house. 
PERSONALS. 
W L. THOMPSON made a flying trip to Des Moines recently. 
I 
Tom Wormley is in the employ of an 
iron foundry in Des Moines. 
Charley Bartholomew Sundayed with his pa-
rents in Chariton on the 5th. 
Messrs. Youngward and Gilbert have left. to 
begin their winter term of school. · 
H. W. Techintine, formerly a member of '88, 
is now a junior of the Iowa State University. 
H. R. Corbett, once of class '88, is elected 
principal of the schools of Aurora, Neb., for 
another year. 
Charley Baldrich is now the happy possessor 
of a pair of rubber boots, the compliment of a 
Boston friend. 
Rev. Stephens of the Methodist church at 
Ames delivered an able sermon from the college 
pulpit on the 7th. 
N. L. Blackman, a member of the I. A. C. in 
'85, graduated at Dixon, Ill., last year, and is 
now principal of the La Moille schools, Ill. 
Messrs. Tallman, Spencer, Shoemaker, Mor-
ris, Howell and Olmstead represented the Y. M. 
C. A. of this college at the Marshalltown con-
vention. 
Geo. Bolks bas left college, never to return 
as a student. He will attend business college 
this winter, and in the spring will engage in a 
mercantile enterprise. 
The gallant editor-in-chief made a serious 
mistake some time ago. He attempted to sit 
down on a somewhat better man, and in conse-
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quence received a sprain which confined him to 
bis room for a few days. 
The personal in last .AURORA should have read 
Rickard instead of Richard. We are quiet and 
unobtrusive, and have no desl'r~ of attracting 
public gaze by self-atlvertisement. 
Capt. Lincoln rejoices in an addition to his 
family. It is of the feminine gender and of the 
usual weight. The Captain will no doubt recov-
er in time to wake the" boys" up on Wednes-
day. 
Miss Alice C. Clemens, once of '90, was mar-
ried to Mr. O. L. Templeton at Deadwood, Da-
kota, on the 11th. ·The young couple will be-
gin married life at Red Oak and will be at 
home after the 25th. THE AURORA offers the 
usual congratulations. 
1.'HE AURORA received an interesting letter 
from T. B. Schermerhorn. He was a member 
of class '86 and in '&5 held a position 011 the 
staff of THE AURORA. He reports himself as 
"sick" of Idaho, and remembers the time spent 
at the I. A. C. with pleasure. 
1.'he teacher must keep pace with advancing 
educational thought, as the following questions, 
garnered from Gide's interview with a school 
man, will indicate : "Do you belong to church? 
Do you sing ~ Do you write well ? '' Space 
forbids an attempt on our part to interpret the 
replies. 
Mes~rs. Stinson and Smith were awarded first 
and second place at the Crescent declamatory 
contest; Mesffs. Lovejoy and Moss first and 
second and Miss Lammerton third at the Philo. 
contest; while the first, second and third at the 
Clio contest were awarded to Misses Van Velsor, 
Herrick and Ferguson, respectively. 
Married, at the home of Prof. and Mrs. Wynn, 
in Atchinson, Kansas, Tuesday evening, Oct. 9, 
Mr. Edwin H. Graves, of Chadron, Neb, and 
Miss Gertrude D. Wynn, Prof. Winn officiating. 
Mr. and Mrs. Graves arnved in Ames yesterday 
noon, and are stopping for a few days at Mr. 
and Mrs. S. C. Nourse's. We extfmd the usual 
congratulatious.-Intelligencer, 10th ult. 
We presume the readet·s of THE AVRORA 
have a knowledge of Prof. Knapp's location and 
business; however, a resume may not be amiss. 
Prof. Knapp is located at Lake Charles, Calca-
sieu parish, Louisiana. He, in conjunction 
with A. Thompson, has built an ice factory and 
a rice mill. They are also the editors and own-
ers of the American, a journal devoted to the 
interests of southwest Louisiana. The popula-
tion of the town is 5000, and it is rapidly com-
ing to the front as a business center. 
Scott Bradford has taken charge of the Rock 
Rapids School. He has fmirdepartments undPr 
him. He will return and graduate this fall. 
Scott will undoubtedly make a success of it, as he 
is an experienced teacher and is withal a young 
man of unusual ability. He has the "push" and 
energy requisite to success in any station in life. 
His many friends here will wish him a full, 
heaped up and rounded measure of success. 
ALUMNI NOTES. 
'86 GEO. STURTZ of Boone gazed at the 
college on the third. 
I 
'86. Oak. G. Norton, Durant, re-
news his subscription to THE AURORA. 
'74. Mr. C. S. Chase of Waterloo will ily the 
Bachelor colors. 
'86. Vene Gamble has secured a position in 
the Rhodes schools. 
'80. Mrs. Carrie C. Chapman, of Mason City, 
will represent th:) Crescents. 
'85. While Mrs. Lida ( Shreckengast ) Collier 
will do the same for the Clios. 
'84. Mr. G. R. Chatburn of Plattsmouth, 
Neb., will speak for the Philos at the graduat-
ing session of the literary societies. 
'82. 0. C. Peterson, at the request of the 
National Republican Committee, has undertak-
en a campaign tour in Minnesota. Indiana and 
Michigan. 
'87. E. J. Christy is principal of the Norway 
schools. He spent Saturday at the institution, 
meeting old friends and clearing the cobwebs 
from his brain. 
'87. o. E. McCarty orders THE AURORA 
sent to Topeka, Kansas. He is in the employ 
of the engineering department of the Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe railroad company. 
'86. The following from the Mt. Pleasant 
Journal, copied verbatim, will explain itself: 
"Sheffield school house, No. 9, Howard town-
ship, Saturday, Oct. 20th, Charles F. Curtiss." 
'87. L. V. Ha1·pel sometimes casts the light 
of his smiling countenance on the old building, 
and not so very infrequently, either. He bivouac-
ed on tbe old camping ground on the 80th. He 
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is as ardent and enthusiastic a Democrat as. 
ever. His sympathies all lie with the Sopho-
more class. 
'72. J. K. Macomber reports Carl Suksdorf, 
a member of the first graduating class, as being 
the Superintendent of Schools in_ Scott county, 
Iowa. He was long a resident of Oregon and 
has only lately returned to Iowa. 
'87. W. L. Peterson is teaching the young 
idea how to fly as well as occasionally interrupt-
ing some ambitious youngster's wild flight of 
fancy by the application of a wBlow wand. Ile 
teaches near Harcourt, but will soon take 
charge of a town school. 
'81. On Sept. 6th were married, Wm. 0. 
McE!roy of class '81, at the Iowa Agricultural 
College, and Julia Cavenagh class '82, S. U. I. 
Mr. and Mrs. McElroy are at home in Newton, 
Iowa. Mr. McEJroy is a member of the pros-
perous law firm of Kerr & McElroy. 
'79. Mr. James D. Shearer of class '79, mar-
ried to Miss Emma E. Evans at Cedar Rapids 
on September 18th. Mr. and Mrs. Shearer will 
be at home after Oct. 16th, at 2110 Kenwood 
Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minnesota. THE Au-
RORA extends the usual congratulations and 
hopes that the matrimonial ship may meet a 
calm sea and a clear sun. 
'85. Josephus C. Lipes has opened a normal 
school in Monett, Barry county, Missouri. He 
has every prospect of achieving a brilliant suc-
cess. A four year's course at the I. A. C., with 
another year of special work under Profs. Welch 
and Wynn, together with an extensive experic 
ence as a teacher certainly· prepares him for 
this important work. The Monett Eagle has 
a column devoted to the enterprise. May suc-
cess attend the young institution. 
THE COLLEGE SERENADE. 
Time had spread his tireless pinions wide 
And winged his flight towanl Winter's home ; 
Spring's flowers had withered to the dust, 
And Summer's bloom had yielded to the sere of 
Autumn. 
The scene was laid in early eve, 
The last flickering rays of the setting sun 
Gilding the lofty tower of the old building 
With a warm and radiant glow. 
All was as quiet and still as the ocean's ealm ; 
Even the wind forgot to moan-
When suddenly there burst upon the air 
A wild, unearthly, blood-curdling yell. 
In little groups and clusters, 
With bated sticks and drawn canes, 
Stood the wild and yelling students, 
Waking the echos wttll lusty shouts. 
'l'he President stalked among the yelling crov.d 
With calm and stately tread-
·w1ien, lo ! that noisy crowd 
Vamshed into the gathering sli"ades. 
Where had they gone; oh, where? 
Go ask the bloom of Summer, 
Go talk to the shades of night-
They had gone where the woodbine iwineth, 
And the blackllird twittereth his merry song 
where the hen,es they suffered and fled ! 
Now that the rush of the summer work is 
somewhat over, we desire to call attention to 
some matters looking forward to profitable work 
for the fall months, and through the winter. 
Write to B. F. Johnson & Co., 1009 Main St., 
Richmond, Va., ann they will show you how to 
do a grand work, which can be made a perma-
nent thing. 
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